
The photograph probably is of the barn 
at the Porter farm on Oak Knoll Road. 
At right, is a list of sewing done by 
Hattie Brown Porter during seven 
weeks beginning in November, 1893. 
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Hattie Brown Porter outlines plans to fix up the farmhouse on Oak Knoll Road. 

9tevelf: 

That block was not to be spared, 
however. In August of 1893 most of the 
block did burn out, including the hardware 
store of H.D.A. Grebe. Grebe had bought 
out from Albert Henderson in 1891, and in 
spite of the fire he wanted to continue in 
business. New construction of 1893 gave 
him the opportunity to occupy the east 
third of the Lageschulte Building, along 
the south side of Main between Hough and 
Railroad streets. Emaline reported the 
progress of that building on June 11, 1983: 

The house where Mary Witmar lived on 
the corner near Howarths and the old 
Camm house has been moved off, and they 
are putting up a very large nice brick 
building on the spot. Mr. Plagge is going to 
move his old store across the road near the 
railroad, and put up a large brick store 
where the old one now stands. We read the 
piece you sent about Fairmont, it is a 
flourishing town. 

In the same letter she mentions that 

Mary Witmar lives over August's new 
store, thirteen dollars a month rent, there 
is plenty of room for three families up 
there besides the Masonic Hall, there are 
two families up there now. 

August Meyer's new store was a two 
story brick building at the northeast 
corner of Hough and Main, the opening of 
which Emaline had also written about in 
1892. Meyer's, and the entirety of that 
block east to the tracks was burned out in 
1898. August Meyer rebuilt his store, 
making it one story instead, and that 
building is now the Bob and Betty Shop. It 
is possible that the 1898 brick facade, of 
which many photographs exist, remains 
intact under the contemporarized exterior. 

Five saloons 
All this, of course, meant that the 

downtown appearance of Barrington was 
changing, the "streetscape" was gaining 
some substance in the form of brick 
buildings which were often divided into 
two or three stores at the street level. And 
there was room for competitive business, 
frequently with three different people 
offering the same lines of merchandise or 
services. According to Arnett Lines' 
research, and conversation with some of 
the pioneers and their families, price wars 
were conducted across Main Street or 
back and forth across the tracks. In March 
of 1893, Emaline wrote to Laura : 

Mr. Peck (Sanford Peck, Don Schroder's 
grandfather) has opened a store in 
Howarth's where August ( Meyer) used to  

be, people seem to think he will get lots of 
trade away from August and Dan 
( Lamey). By the way, Dan inquired after 
you the other day, I told him you was well 
and contented, well he said, that was 
enough. George Foreman has moved over 
to the village, lives over Howarths store, 
he expects to take possession of Zim's 
(Zimmerman's) saloon the first day of 
May. We have five saloons in town, each 
has to pay five hundred dollars license, so 
we ought to have good roads. I do not know 
whether the new road ( West Station 
Street) will be opened through our lot this 
spring or not. 

It was. 
As construction progressed in 

Barrington, other events gave Hattie 
Brown Porter reason to think about 
building plans of her own. The death of her 
mother-in-law Mrs. Porter in October 1893,  

and the probability of her sister-in-law's 
marriage and removal from the family 
homestead on Oak Knoll Road, meant that 
Hattie could anticipate a real beginning of 
married life in a home of her own. She 

expressed no complaints about the 
inconvenience of having a "visiting 
husband" and instead began sewing 
carpets and quilts at an incredible rate. 
She also drew plans for additions to the 
Porter farmhouse, plans evidently worked 
out with Ren, but then shared by letter 
with her sister Laura, who also was adding 
to her own house. 

Preparing to move 
On Dec. 24, 1893, after thanking Laura 

for Christmas presents to the family, 
Hattie wrote the following: 

Now I'll comment on your last two 
letters. I'll own up I do not like some things 
about your house plan, other things I like 
real well. I shouldn't like two pairs of 
stairs for they take up too much room. But 
I'd like a dining room. If you are a bit like 
me you will change your plan a number of 
times yet. I hardly think you will like the 
stovepipe arrangment but maybe you will. 
I'll tell you all about my house some day 
but will not try to at present. We will do as 
little carpentry work as possible, yet have 
it convenient. But we know how we want it 
when completed in future. 

Hattie changed her mind very quickly 
about sending plans to Laura: 

My eyes feel pretty tired from writing so 
much so I'll wind up by drawing a rough 
sketch of our house as we intend to fix it 
this spring. 

The sketch was enclosed in the letter. On 
Christmas Day itself, Hattie began 
another letter with the usual recital of 
chores accomplished : 

Now while I wait for our meat pie to bake 
(Continued on page 34) 

An attempt had already been made to stop the fire by 
attaching a four-inch rope to the engine of the midnight 
train, which, after the rope was then tied around William 
Hill's house in the middle of the block, eased forward along 
the tracks to try and pull the house down. 
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