
February 3, 2003 

Water Docket 
EPA 
Mail code 4101T 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
Attn: Docket No. OW-2002-0050 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am concerned about the proposed rule changes that could significantly 
weaken wetland protection throughout the United States. I do not 
support the changes as proposed and urge the Army Corp of Engineers 
and EPA to adopt more protective rules that are still consistent with 
recent Supreme Court rulings. 

It is well established that wetlands offer significant ecological and 
economic value. Wetlands provide habitat for plants and animals, 
including many commercially important ones. Wetlands also provide 
flood control, recharge aquifers, maintain baseflow in many streams, and 
provide a measure of pollutant filtering. If these ecological services were, 
removed, it is likely that replacing them with human-engineered solutions 
would be more expensive, time-consuming and inefficient. By weakening 
these standards, the rate of wetland loss could increase. This is 
unacceptable. 

It is my understanding that this ruling stems from the Supreme Court 
ruling on "isolated wetlands". Wetlands simply do not function in 
isolation. Many "isolated" wetlands are actually connected to other 
bodies of water via groundwater and/or flood events. "Isolated" wetlands 
continue to provide many of the ecosystem services of larger riparian 
wetlands. In some cases, the protection of the "isolated" wetland is 
perhaps more important from an ecological standpoint due to the unique 
plants and animals supported by these wetlands. From a systems 
ecology standpoint, many smaller wetlands are needed to provide 
ecological support for larger systems. Without connection and protection, 
the entire system is in danger of collapse. 



Again, I urge you to reject the currently proposed rules and tighten them 
to the greatest extent possible to protect wetlands for future 
generations. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

<insert your name here> 


	Page 1
	Page 2

