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Our mission state rent is, Saving Living Space for Living Things through protection, 
restoration and stewardship of land, conservation of natural resources and education. 
And that's exactly what we've been busy doing. 

Early spring equals controlled burns for CFC preserves. Burns are an effective tool in 
suppressing non-native invaders such as buckthorn. Burns were safely conducted at 
Grigsby Prairie, FCS and Bakers Lake. However, unusually dry weather conditions 
deemed wetland areas too dry and dangerous to burn. 

In the early spring our board of directors authorized payment of $3,500 to the Care of 
Trees to clear and herbicide a section of brush along Bakers Lake. This clearing should 
significantly improve the health of the native savanna plants that help secure the lands 
natural slope to the lake. It continues work volunteers started last year. The clearing 
provides a dramatic vista view! Wood chips were then used to improve walking trails. 

After the prescribed burns CFC turned its attention to wildflower rescue. While this 
year's number of forbs rescued from impending development was modest, replanting 
them at the northeast corner of FCS made a dramatic impact on the bare dirt under a 
magnificent oak grove where we'd previously cleared brush. We then planted 3,000 
perm sedge plugs in the same area. Penn sedge is a small, native woodland sedge; the 
fabric which secures delicate spring blooming forbs. 

This summer 4,000 purple loosestrife beetles were released at FCS and the Barrington 
Bog. Our large pond adjacent to our headquarters & visible from Route 22 was stocked 
with native sunfish, and planted with 3,000 wetland sedges. 

If you want to know why we think our land restoration is successful, just ask our 
volunteers. They were rewarded this summer with sightings of the sandhill cranes raising 
their baby, and the call of marsh wrens, sedge wrens, and bobolinks. A cormorant, 
drying its wings in the sun, paid little attention to nearby volunteers pulling cattails. 

Citizens for Conservation's work is much more than restoration. This past year we've 
been working in conjunction with the Land Trust Alliance and Fox Valley Watershed 
Alliance learning about conservation easements. As development swallows the last bits 
of open space in our community, CFC foresees conservation easements as an important 
method for Saving Living Space for Living Things. As a matter of fact, our staff 
director, Sam Oliver and board member Edith Auchter, are in attendance this morning at 
one of their meetings. 

In June CFC began work on its Demonstration Garden, the area surrounding our 
headquarters. The goal of this project is to demonstrate how short native plants can be 
incorporated into the home landscape. A small-scale prairie consisting of a matrix of 
prairie dropseed interspersed with short, prairie plants (those under 3') was planted. The 
taller white wild indigo was added for architectural interest. While some plants bloomed 
this year, the majority spent the summer growing the tremendous root system that 
characterizes prairie plants. Each different grass, sedge or forb is labeled with both the 



latin and common name. We hope this project will inspire homeowners to replace some 
of those typical long expanses of lawn grass we see throughout our neighborhoods with 
native sections. 

Children enjoyed our Summer Adventures in Nature Study series. Our 7 th  Annual Native 
Plant, Shrub and Tree Sale was a successful fundraiser. Add in frog and bluebird 
monitoring, exhibiting at the Deer Park Barn Razing, and proudly winning the Marshall's 
Award for our float in the 4 th  of July parade, and you can appreciate, we're a very active 
organization. 

To showcase our accomplishments, CFC hosted the 15 th  anniversary celebration of FCS. 
This event had something for everyone. While children enjoyed storytelling, crafts & 
face painting, adults and children together learned about our natural environment through 
preserve tours, & lectures from experts on trees, reptiles, insects and amphibians. The 
event concluded by serving dinner to 128 guests. Mother Nature smiled upon CFC by 
providing beautiful blue skies and pleasant temperatures. 

One of our best accomplishments this year was our Interns Program. We hired 4 college 
students whose salaries were partially funded by a grant from the Oberweiler Foundation. 
Two of them, Greg LeFevre and Nancy Jean Bachmann, had been interns for CFC last 
year. The knowledge and excellent work ethic they'd exhibited enticed us to ask if 
they'd work for us a second year. We were thrilled they both eagerly accepted. Being 
experienced they required less supervision & immediately began teaching our 2 new 
interns, Albert Carbo and Rachael Steffens the what, why and how of stewardship. 
This summer we had several new high school students volunteer for restoration. They 
enjoyed it so much, our usual Thurs. and Sat. workdays just weren't enough. These high 
school kids volunteering an estimated 150 hours working side by side with our interns. 
There's no doubt it was the positive influence of our dedicated and hardworking interns 
who inspired these young people. We're hopeful their experience will prove to be a 
grooming ground for future interns. 

We have a few handouts with us today. First, these yellow cards were used to promote 
the 15 th  celebration of FCS, but list the benefits of native landscaping on the reverse side. 
The yellow sheets explain our Demonstration Garden in detail, including a list of the 
small forbs planted. There are also copies of our summer newsletter. If you plan on 
planting this fall, there are order forms for our 3 rd  Annual Autumn Native Shrub and Tree 
Sale. 

Finally, CFC would like to use this opportunity to thank both the Little Garden Club and 
the Garden Club of Barrington for the spectacular job they did landscaping our 
Barrington High School. Thank you. 



OUR MISSION 
"Saving Living Space for Living Things" — through protection, restoration and 
stewardship of land, conservation of natural resources and education. 

Citizens for Conservation is a volunteer-driven organization. Our 
preserves help perpetuate the plant and animal species that rely on 
these areas. We're making an ongoing contribution to the natural 
heritage of the Barrington area. 

WHY GROW NATIVE PLANTS ON YOUR PROPERTY? 
■ Save Time: once established, native plants require less maintenance and 

reduce lawn mowing. 
■ Save Money: these long-lived perennials genetically suited to our climate 

need less water than lawns and no fertilizer. 
■ Save Water: the deep root systems of many native plants increase the 

soil's capacity to store water, reduce runoff, and replenish aquifers. 
■ Habitat: native plants provide homes and food for native wildlife. 
■ Heritage: we are a race evolved with wild plants and animals. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

