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CHAPTER XX.—Continued.

“If anything disagreeabls should be
sald or dono this eveaning bere she
sald, ¥ want you to promise me that
youwll restraln yourself, and not say or
do any of those things that make me
—that far on me. You understand?

“1 am always myself,” replied 1 %1
can’t bo anybody else’

“But you sre—severnl different
kinds of self,” she Insisted. “And
please—this  evening don't be thal
kind. It's coming into your eyes and
chin now."

1 had iifted my head and looked
round, probably much like the leader
of a borned berd at the sceat of dan-

BT

“Is this better? sald I, trylog to
look the thoughts 1 had no dificulty
18 getting to the fore whenever my
eyes were on her.

Her smile rewarded me.  Dut it dis-
appeared, gave place to a look of ner-
vous alarm, of terror even, at the
rustling, or, rather, bustling, of skirts
in the hall—thers was war in the very
sound, and 1 felt 1t Mra, Ellersly ap-
peared, bearing her husband ns g de
Jected traller inviaibly but Srmiy
coupled. Ehe acknowledged my salu-
tation with a stiff-necked nod, ignored
my extended hand 1 saw that she
wished to lmpress upon me hat she
was o very grand lady indeed: but,
while my ideas of what constliutes a
lady were at that time somewhat be-
fogged by my snobbishness, she falled
digmally. She looked just what st
wis—i moan, badiempered woman,
| werlng rage.

“You have forced me, Mr. Black
loek,” said she, and then I knew for
fust what purpose that volee of hers
ws best adapted—"to say. to you
what 1 shonld have preferred 1o write,
Mr. Ebfersly has had brought to his
sars matiers In connection with your
private life that make it Imperative
that youa discontinge your calls here”
private life, ma'am?®™ | repeat-
ed. “1 was pot aware that | had a
private fife."

“Anita, 1 ua alone with Mr.
Macklock.” commanded her mother.

The girl hesitated. bent her head,
and with a ed look went slowly 1o~
ward the door. There she pansed,
and, with what seemed o grest effort,
Mfed her head and gazed at me,  How
1 ever camo rightly to Interpret her
Jook I don't know, but T s
Ellerlsly. I've the right to insist that
you stay.” [ saw she was going lo
obey me, and before Mra. Ellersly
could repeat her order 1 sald:

v

Knﬁ
madam, if any one accuses ma of havs]

ing done anything that would cause
you i exclude & man [from your
house, 1 am ready for the llar and his

As 1 ppoke 1 was searching the
weak, ba
an explanation. Their pretense of out-
ity [ refected at once—it
was absurd. Nelther up town Bor
down. nor anywhere else, had | done
moything that any one could regard an

u breach of the code of & man of the
world. Then, reasoned hey must
have found some one else o help

them out of thelr financial troubles—
some one who, perhaps, has made ihis
Insult 1o me the price, or part of the
price, of his generosity, Who! Who
hates me? In instant ans P bae
fore my mind flashed a pleture of
Tom Langdon and Sam Fllersly arm
in arm entering Lawls' ofice. Tom
Langdon wishes to marry ber. and
her parents wish 1L, too; he is the
man she was confessing Lo me about
—thess were my swift conclusions.

“We do not care to discuss the mat-
ter, sir” Mre. Ellersiy was replying,
her tone indicating that it was not fit
to discuss. And thi 8 the woman
1 had hardly been able to treat civilly,
®0 nauseating wers ber fawnings and
flatierings!

* 1 sald, ignoring her and open-
batteries full upon the old

| "You are taking orders from
Mowbray Langdon. Wh

As 1 spoke, | was consciouns (hat
there had been some change ingniia.
I loked at her. With startiéd
and lips apart, she was adv
ward me.

“Anita, loave the room!" eried Mra.
Ellersly harshly, panlc under the com-
mand In her tones.

I felt rather than saw my advan-
tage, and pressed it.

“You see what they are dolng, Mise
Ellersiy,” said L

Sha passed her hand over her eyes,
ot her face appear again, In it there
was an energy of repulsion that ought
1o have seomed exaggerated fo me
then, kmowing really| nothing of the
true situstion, ~1 understand mow!™
sald she. O loathsomel ™
And her eyes blazed upon her mother.

“Losthsome,” [ echood, dashing at
my opportanity. “If you are not mere-
Ir & chattel and & decoy, If thers is
say womanhood, sny self-respect in
you, you will keep faith with ma>

“anltal” cried Mre. Ellersly. “Go
to your room!” Y

| had, ones or twice before, heard

[ a fepald dive
wrettnd white

slaves, | looked at Anila. 1 exghet

old face of her husband for

o to seo her erect, deflant. lnstead,
whe was ogaln wesring that cowed

0.

“Don't judge me too harshly,” she
sald pleadingly to me. know what
Is right and decent—God planted that
too deep In me for them to bo able to
uprooet it Duat—oh, they have broken
my willt Thoy have broken my will!
They have made me a coward, a
thing!" And she hid her face In her
hands and sobbed.

Mrs, Ellersly was about to speak. 1
cotld not offer better proof of my own
strength of will than the fact that I,
with a look and a gestare, put her
down, Then I sald to the girl:

“You must choose now! Woman or
thing—which shall it be? If it s
woman, thes you have me behind you
and in front of you and around you
If it is thing—God have merey oo
you! Your self-respect, ydur pride
are gone—for ever. You will be lire
the carpet under his feet to the man
whose creature you become.”

She came and slood by me, with
hor back io them,

“If you will take me with you now.”

11 delay, I am
have the cowrage.

lifa here, of U
llghest bidder”

hideous walt for the

*T think I must be out of my mind"

sald Anita. “Bat, If you try lo keep
me here, T shall toll him sll—all”
- Her volea suggested that she was
dbont te go Into hysteries. | goatly
urged her forward. There was some
sort of woman's wrap In the hall. 1
put it around her. Defore she—or 1
—realized it, she was in my walling
eleetrie.

“Up town,” T sald lo my man.

Bho tried to get out.

“Oh, what bave I done! What am 1
dolng!” she cried, her courage ooulBg
away.  “Let me out—please!”

“You are golng with me.” said 1, on-
tering and cloalng the door. 1 saw
the door of the Ellersly manslon open:
ing, maw old Elleraly, bareheaded and
distracted. Ecuttling down the »
“Oo ahead—fast!™ | called to my

man, .

And the electrlc was rushing up
the avenue, with the bell ringing for
crosslngs [ncessantly.  She huddled
away from me into the corner of the
scal, sobbing hystericaly. [ koew
that to touch her would be fatal—or
o spoak. Ho 1 walted,

XXIL
MOST UNGENTLEMANLY.

As we neared the upper end of the
park, | told my chauffear, through the
tube, o water and go slowly, When-
over a lamp flashed in ot us, 1 had &
glimpse of bher progress toward com-
posure—now she was dryfng hor eyes
with the bit of lace ahe called a hand-
kerchief; now her bare arms were up
and with graceful fingers she was ar
ranging her halr; now she Was
stralght and sull, and soft, flufly ma-
terlal with which her wrap was odged
drawn  close about her throat. |
shifted to theopposite seat, for my
norves warned me that 1 could pot
Jong control myself, if 1 stayed on
where her garments were touching

LY

I looked ay from her for the
pleasure Wllnx at her again, of
roallzing my overwrought senses
wero not cheating me. Yes, there she
was, In all the luster of that magnetic

“1 GENTLY URGED

Her volce gained strength and hM‘[
manner courage as she spoke: At the;
ond she wad meeting her mother's:
gare without finching. My eyes had |
followed hers, and my look was taking
in both her mother and her father. |
had long since measured them, yet 1
eould senrcoly eredit the confirmation
of my judgment. Had life been smooth
and comfortable for that old couple,
a8 It was for most of thelr acqual
ances and friends, they would have
lived and died regarding themselves,
and regardod, na wellbred, kindly peo-
ple, of the finest instincts and tastes.
Mt calamity was putting to the test
the system on which they had molded
thelr  apparenily elegant, graceful
lives. The storm had ripped off the

Il the k.
the reality of that system, was re-
vealed, naked and frightful.

“Anita, go to your room!” almost
screamed the old woman, her fury
tearing away the last shreds of her
cloak of manners.

“¥our danghter is of age, madam.”
sald 1. “Bhe will go whers she
pleases. And | warn you that you are
decelved by the Langdons. | am not
powerless, and”—here | Jet ber have
& fall Jook into my redhol furnaces
of wrath--"1 stop at nothing in pursa-
ing those who oppose me—at noth-
Ing!™

Anita, staring at her mother's aw-
ful face, was shrinking and trembling
as If before the wicked, pale-yellow
ayes and quivering, outstreiched ten-
tacles of a devil-fish. Clinging to my
arm, she Jet me guide her to the door.
Her mother recovered  speech.
[ Antta!® she. crisdic "Wlhat pre you

dolng? Are you madT?

beauty 1 can pot think of even now

HER FORWARD." €
without an upblazing of the fire which
s to the heart what the sin |s W &
wlind man dreaming of sight. There
sho was on my side of the chasn that
had separated us—alone with me—
mine—mine! And my heart dilated
with pride. Put a moment later came
w wense of hamility. Her beauty in-
toxicated me, but her youth, her fne-
ness, so fragile for such rough hands
as mine, awed and humbled me.

“] must be very gentle” sald | o
mynelf. “1 have promised ihat she
shall never regret.  God belp me to
keep my promise! She is mine, but
only to preserve and protect.”

And that idea of responsibility In
possession Was Bew 1o me—was to
have farreaching consequences. Now
that | think of It, I belleve it changt3
the whole course of my life,

HBhe was leaning forward, her elbow
on ihe casement of the open window
of the brougham, ber cheek agalnst
hor hand; the moonlight was glisten-
Ing on ber round, firm forearm and on
her serlous face, “How far, far awey
from—everything [t seems horo!" she
sald, her volce tuged to that soft, clear
lght, “and how beautiful it is!” Then,
addressing the moon and the shadows
of the trees rather than-me: “1 wish
1 could go on and on—and nover re-
turn to the world.”

“1 wish we could,” sald I.

My tone was low, but she started,
drew back into the brougham, be
came an oulllae In the deep shadow.
In another mood IhAL might have an-
gored me.  Just then it hurt me so
deeply that th remember it lo-day is
to feel & falnt ache in the scar of the
lone-heaked wousd. My Tate whs nol
hidden as was bors; so, perbape, she

pa. | thinking, stirred her vague uneasiness

saw. At any rate, her volee tried tn
be fricodly as she sald:  “Well—l
have crosged the Rubleon. And 1 doa't,
regrel. It was sllly of me to ery. |
thought [ had been through so much
that | was beyond such weakness. But
you will Aind me calm from now om
and reasonable.”

“Not too reasomable, please™ sald
I. with am attempt at hor lghtness.
“A reasonable womin Is as trying as
an unreasonable man”

“But we are going to be sensible
with each other,” she urged, “like two
friends. Aren't wel™

“We are goiog to be
golng to be” sald L
take life as It comea.”

That clumsy remlnder set her to

In those strange circumsiances to ac-
tive mlarm  For presenily she sald,
In a fono that was not so matterof-
course as slie had tried to make it
“We'll go now to my Uncle Frank's.
H brother of my father's. | ak
used to ke him best—and
do. Dut he married & woman mamma
thought—quesr.  They badnt much,
s he lves away op on the West Slde
=—One Hundred and Twentyseventh
street.

“The wise plan, the only wise plal
eald I, not 50 calm as she must have
thought me, "8 1o go Lo my partoers
houss and send for a ministor.”

“Not to-nlght,” she replied nervous-
¥, ‘ake me to Uncle Frank's, and
to-morrow we can discuss what to de
and how to do it

“Tonight,” I persisted. “We must
be marrled to-nlght. No more uncers
talpty and indecislon and weaknoss.
Lat us begln bravely, Anlia”

“To-morrew,” she sald, “But got to-
night. 1 must think it over.”

“Tonight,” I repeated. To-morrow
will be full of it8 own problema. This
I8 to-nlghts.”

Sha shook her head, and [ gaw that
the struggle between us had begun—
the struggle against her timidity nod
conventionality. * not to-nlght™
This in her tone for finality.

To argue with any woman in such

would be to
argue with her would have been fatal,
To reason with a whman is to flatter |
her Info suspecting you of woakness |
and herself of stremgth. 1 told ibe)
chauffeur to turn about and go slowly |
up . Bhe setiled back into her|
corner of (he brougham, Neithor of |
us spoke until we were passing|
Grant's tomb. Then she started out|
of her secure confidence In my obed:
tence, exelaimed: “This is not
the wi And her velce had o It
the hawty call-to-armn,

o, | replied, detornined to pash
the panlc ioto & rost. “As | told you,
our futuro shall be seitled to-night”
“That in my tone for fAnality.

A pause, then:  “It has been wet

ted,” whe sald, Hke a child that feels,
wot denles, its impotence ns It strug
gles In compelling arms of its

father. thought until & few mle-

utes ago that | really intended o

marry you. Now | see that 1 dida't”
“Another renson why we're not golng

' wald I

rward so that [ eould

1 can mot marry you'™

see her face.
she sald, “1 feel humble toward yow

for having misled you. Hut It s bete
for that you—and l—should bave
found out now ihan toeo late™

“It In 100 late—too late to go back™

“Wolild you wish to MAITY & Woman
who does mot love you, who loves
some one else, and who tells you s
and tefuses 1o marey you™ Sho had
tried to congentrate ensugh scom Inle
volee to hide hor.fear,
would,” sald I nd | shall. I'n
pot desert you, Anita, when your eoufs
age and strength shall fail 1 will
earry you on to safety.”

“f fell you 1 ean mot marry you™

she crled, between appenl and come
mand. Thers are reasons—|  may
pot tell youw But If T might. yow

woald—would lake me o my uncle's
1 can mot marry you!™

“That s what ronvenlionality bids
you say now,” 1 replied, And then
gathored mysell togetheg and in
tone that made me hate mysslf s |

neard 1t, | added slowly, each word
sharp and distinet: “fut what will |
bid you say t -

morning. a8 we drive down erowded
Fifth avenne, after & night o bl
brougham ™"

1 could not sea her, for she fell back |
Into
had
in the face

Tut 1 could feel the ef-
fect of my words upon her.
Full ffteen minutes of fhat fright |

ful sllence before she said:
go whers yon
in & woe that makes me wince as
recall It

1 called my partner's nddress u
through the tube. Agaln that fright |
ful allence, them she was trying to|
choke back the soba. A few words
caught: “They have brokem my will
—they have broken my will”

My partner lived In a big. gray
stone house that stood apart and com-
manded a noble view of the Hudsos
and the Pallsades. [t was. in the
main, & reproduction of & French chae
tean, and such changes as the archi-
tect had made in his model wers not
positively disfiguring, though amus
ing.

sl owin

And she sali It |
1

| when Groar, of
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L. H. KERRICK FOUND DEAD.

re
Well Knows Btockman and President

of Unlversity Trustees.

Bloominglon—L. H. Kerrlek, one of
the leading stockmen of llinols and &
trustee of the University of linols,
was found dead in bed. He had re-
turned the evening before from Cham-
palgn, where-he was honored by elec-
tlon to the presidency of the trustees

I | of the University of Ilinols,

Mr. Keorrick was born In Frankiln
county, Ind., In 1846, The family ro-
moved to Woodford countyy thls state,

L. H. Kerrick.
fn 1866, Mr, Kerrick was graduated
from  lllools Wesleyan unlvessity

here. For ono year he was principal

| of the medel school which was the

forerunner of the preparatory depart
ment  In 1867 be accompanied the
famous Prof. John W. Powell upon sn
exploring telp to the Rocky mountalns,
Immediately after his graduation M
Kerrick commenced the study of law,
and was admitted to practice In 1863,
In 1871 he was elected on the Repub.
lican ticket to the Nlinols legislatare.

Mr. Kerrick was compelled to give
up the Iaw on meeount of i1 health,
agd wos advised to engage In farming,
He soon became widely known on ac
count of his success I sclentific tarm-

jing and stock breeding, and his fa

mous Black Angus cattle have boen 3
feature at the interoational stock
show In Chleage for 25 years.

Court of Honer to Pay.

Tuseola—The March term of cir
cult court opencd here with Judee
Philbrick on the bench, The first trial
o come up was the case of Mrs Jo-
hanna Kennedy agalnst the court of
honor In which she asked the lodge to

| pay $2.000, that belng the face value

of an insarasce policy held by ber
hushand when he disappeared the thir-
teenth of December, 1808, She asked
for the money under the seetion of
the law which states that when o man
disappears and no traces can be found
of him for sevea years, he 1s legally
dead, . .

The jury retarned a verdict giving
the plalatiff the sum prayed for her in
her sult.

Dewie Mamed His Buccessor.

Chicago—John Alexander Dowie's
will is to romaln a secret uatil the
man he pamed before death te sne
eeed him as Elljah 1L accepts or re
fuses the post.

This declsion was reached when the
will was read to the etecutors and it
became known that the first apostie
nad named his successor In the lastra-
ment, Who the man fa that has been
intrusted with Dowle's mantle is not
known, and there are many conjec
tures as to his ideatity.

Tax Collector's Good Record.

Taylorville—For the first Ume In
the history of Christlan counly, @
township tax collector has been en-
abled to collect every cent of Lhe tax
charged. This record was made by
Charles A. Pittenger. of Greenwaood
township. His report in as follows:
Charged, $9576.40; collected, §5.
5TEAD; commission, 1.53.

Ilineis Man Has Record.

Chicago—The workl's [ndoor rec
ord for the pole vault went to smash
Hinols  university,
clonred the bar at 11 feet T34 inches
st the track meet of the central assn-
iation of the Amateur Athletic unlon.
The former record wi feet 5%
inches, made by Leroy Samse, of In-
diana university.

Military Tract Teachers Organize.

Galesburg. — The school superin-
tendents and principals of the mill
tary tract, organized here, electing
Alfred Payliss of ihe Macomb State
Normal school preaident amd  Mre
Yeomans, the Henderson county su
secretary,

(To be © ]
Cross-Eyed Chaufteur.

“Doss he really think it's had luek
to meet 8 crosseyed person? lHow
ridieulous!™

“Well, there's some excuse for him
The last crosseyed person he aw
was running an automobile, and be
got In the road of iL”

Consumption of Water
Where London consumes 50,000,006
gallons of water & day, New York
consumes 500,000,000, Where Londod
has an ares of 118 square wmiles, New

Grief Causes Attempt at Suicide.

Pana—Despondent becanse of ihe
death of his siv-yearold daughter, .
M. Smith eut his throat with agrasor
apd is In & eritical condition. His
daughter died & few days ago, since
which time he has been crazed with
griel

S
Former Mayor Nominated.
Danville.—~in the Republican pri-
mary Mayor John H. Lowman Was re-
mominated in & threecomersd race
agalnst W. F. Baum. a draggist, and

Twk bas 336

B. W, Duxon,_s lawyer,

QUARREL ENDS IN KILLING.

John Collier Shoots His Fatherdn-Law
at Pana, IiL

Pana—John Colller shot and killed
his fatherindaw, Alphonz Jolly, as
the result of a quarrel. It s
that Colller abused his wife,
cauged o warrant to be lssued for his
arrest. The trial was set for March
12, but Jolly and Colller settled the
difficulty and Jolly agreed to pay the
cost and withdraw the sult. Jolly
went to the home of daughter to
talk aver the matter and after a few
heated words Colller shot Jolly. Col-
lter was hurrled to Taylorville for
safe keeplag

L i
JUNORS WHO DRANK ARE FINED.

mpased on Men Whe

Light Penaity |
Slipped Out to Salden.

Pﬂn Jndge Thompson, of the cir- *
enlt’ rt, fined Jurors Connery and
Willinms §18 each, the amoumt of
their fes for jury service, fgr con-
_ﬁmn(, becanse while the jury was out

| might in a §10.000 damage sult
against the Dig Four-tpad, they sip-
ped out of & courthouse window and
got drinks at saloons. They pleaded
that they woro not druk snd the
court, was convinced that they did not
know the gravity of thelr offense. ¥

——
Gambling Causes Dewnfall.

Decatur —Officers, local and else
where, are sl looking for Lea
firown, the Doment man who skipped
out after having forged several
checks. Up to the present there is no
clew as to Brow whereaboats and
with the good start be has, there Iy
little chance of his belag Interceptad.
It is reported that Brown gambled
freely and to this fect Is ascribed his
downfall. 1t he 1z emught he willl
probably be glven the limit as regards
pesal punishment, as the brotherin-
law is said to be emphatic Ia the
statement that he will push the mat-
ter to the end.

———
Jurars Drew Big Sum.
Pearla—The grand Jury, which
de its famous graftlag report, was
an expensive Juxury, but much good
and Jastng work was sccomplished.
It §a probable that the expense of the

gramid jury will be saved over many
times at each nesafon of the board of
supervisors, for now that thelr atten-=
tion Bas been brought to the troe
state of affairs the people will brook
no more foollahness. The total cost
ot the jury was wbout $3.000,

Baby Laughs as Mother Burns.

Kewanee—Mre. Willlam W. Mullk
gan, aged 12, whils skeeplag with ber
twoyearold child, was arol by
the sputtering of & night lamp burme
ing in the room. The limp exploded,
setting fire to her clothing. Mra. Mul
llgan was fatally Injured and the hus
band badly barped. The child sat up
in bed and elapped its hands at the
flery spectacle, which it thought was
for its amusement.  Mrs, Mulligan
died at the hospltal

Offers Reward for Murderer,

Springfield. —Gov. Deoeen has Is
sued a proclamation offeriag a re
ward of $200 for the apprebession,
arrest and conviction of Davld Ray, a
negro, charged with murder. Ray b1
aceused of having shot and killed
John Johnson om August 13, 1908, at
Joppa, in Massc county. He made
his escape and the efforts of the aw
thorities to locate him have so far
proved valn.

—
Good Werk for Y. M. C. A.

Kewanee—March 14 was boosters’
day for the Young Men's Christian as-
soclation here, and the efforts to raise
{he membership from 300 to 600 proved
successful. The city was divided Inte
sections, which were assigned to eom-
mittees, and bulleting in the business
district noted the hourly Dprogress.
The whistles of the [actories blew
whenever 50 new members were B

eured
—
Hurt In Sewer Cavein.

Chicago.—Sixteen tunnel minem
narrowly escaped belng buried alive
In the collapse of a portion of the
Lawrebce avenue intercepling sewer.
§lx were throws to the bottom of the
brick sewer condult under tons of
dirt, timbers and bricks and were
serioualy Injured, two almost drowned
in Inrushing waler, and all 1§ wers
brulsed and cut. N

Coal Miner Injured.
Pana.—Homer Dilbeck w:
Iy injured at the Peawell mine. Ha
s engaged in pulling a chaln when
In some manmer it was pulled and
throwing him wialnst a chr with such
force as to crush the head very badly.
He is not expected to survive,

Boy Wha Shet Companien Is Held.

Yandalia —Albert Depew, the 13-
yearold boy who shot and killed his
companion, Frank Hicks, aged 14,
was given a preliminary hearing hera
and was bound over to the grand
jury. Depew claims he did not kmow
the gun was loaded.

Killed by Machine Beit.
Centralia.~Samuel Andereck, broth-
or of Alderman Isase Andersck, of
thia city, was killed by belng canght
by a large belt o the Sandoval Zina
works. 5




