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~ paihetic that a woman should be so

CHAPTER 1V.

The Coward.
As Jeft me I again caught the
Yook of wonder, & resentful wonder,
A curiosity that wes even harsh and
wtern.

- 1 seated myself opposite the woman
T kad For the
first time she looked at me, and I saw
with rellef that neither paln nor an-
- §ulsh larked in her cloar gyes. Thers
. was no outraged love nor tenderness

Nor was thers pity for herself or for
_ me. Bur sven so, It seemed to me

Begin,
please, with your first meeting with
Mr. Willooghby. Tell me all<to the
1ast moment.”

1 shall not wpare either yourself or
I promlised.

tima 1 felt some misgiving. |

mot be safe to altempt the pass alone.
My companion Iaughed at thelr fears.
‘e heavens wore quite cloar; the
viars shone
wanlng; there was no hint of wind or

falnily; -the moon was

"I uhall not weary you with the de-

seripiion of our climb. The asoent was
steep and trying in places, over lce
and. rock. In about four hours we
reached the Zasenberg
ihe Central Ice-fall. A stif scramble
of an hour brought us to the frozeg
smow of a plateau. Here cur path
seemed to me loss clear, but my com-
with

Chalets and

speaking of you.'

She spoke slowly, with a cenaln
aloofness. A desire to be just strug
Eled with a manifest dislike—a dislike
that was ovidently not lessened be
cause of my studied calm. Porhaps
she thought a fervent of

qualms of mountain sickness.

*I supposed pow that the worst was

the night, and trust for better luck om
the morrow,

“It i Impossible for me to describe
for you the sulferings of that terrible
Right. Wa gathered such stones as

panion 1| we could find on the narrow mountain
feit the altitude now distresaingly; I
Bim? 1 think | do not remember his had
= Sull I struggled after him, uniil we
came to the base of & precipitons wall
of ice. Wo had passed over the last
of the glaclers; wo had reached the
sgmmit.

ledge, and placed them as & protection
agalnst the bitlag wind. We consumed
the last morsel of food. We had al
ready drunk our tea. We huddied
close to cach other for warmih. We
shivered, not for moments, but for 15
minates at & time. Every now and
then we chafed each other's bands to

penitence more fittiag.  But instinet-
ively I knew (hat an hysterical repen
ance would

me.
And, so [ told my story absolutely with-
out feeling.

“1 met hlm for the first time the

nlght bofore his death.*
. "Indeed!" Her volee trembled with
anger. Sho was indignant that he
abould have discussed his fove with an
utter stranger.

“It was not until we had both given
up hope that he mentloned you, Miss
Breit,” I sald with some sternness.

“Dut surely bis death was the result
of a qulte unexpected accidént? Tha
newspapers gave one that impression,”
she exclaimed suspicionsly. The words
and ihe look sccused me of falsehood.

“The accident came only after we

‘were both utterly exhausted by the
sufferings of a nlght speat on the
mountain paths.”
. MAnd wore the newspapers correct
I saylng that you were not an expe-
rieneed molntain climber? And did
Mr. Willoughby know that?*

“Yes, I am simply & tourist. This is
the first time [ have been In Europe.
1 came to Switzerland as thousanda of
others come—to bee the mountains

| from an Hotel plaza or a rallway train.
To me, as (o most tourlsts, the Alps
«wire slmply » Elgmntic panorama to
be: viewed complalsantly, as oae looks
at Nlagpira Falls cllmb them
mever pocurred o me until 1 met Mr.
‘Willoughby.

*1 was making the wusual circular
tour, Interlaken, Scheldegg. Lauter
brunnen, Grindelwald, Mr, Willoughby
happened to sit next to me at the table
d'bote at the Bear hotel. He was an
athiete; Bwitzerland to him was sim-
Piy an immense playground; he spoke

* of the trophies he bad won at Queen's
fields m the same breath as his ex-
ploits in scaling & mountaln top. At
first I listened to bim with indiffer-
ence; hia entblsiasm amused mo—
nothing more. [ had supposed that
peopla climbed' mountalns simply for
the view; because on the summit cne

could see & little farther than It one
were merely om the mountan.side.
But as be talked I began to under-
stand. It was a game—a conflict—a
battle If you wish—In which one pltted
one's sirength and wit In & hand4o-
hand fght with nature. i

over. Buot the descent

most dificult and dangerous part of

| our day's work. Every step had to be

taken with extreme care. We wero

roped, of course; and I annoyed' Mr.
belag

was by far the

] his aroussd
mine. I was wearled of sight-seemg;
the horde of tdurists disgusted me.
Befors we had finished our clgars I
Joaged to plock my fArst edelwelms: (o
Py this new game myself. 1 hinted
“aguely at dingers, but my companlon
Iatighod at them, T was presumptuous
enough to think that where Ho led I
might follow.™ X

“The usual mistake of the tourlst, 1
belleve,” commented Miss Brett, cold-
Iy. “And you that you might
#0 with him on bis next elimb ™

“At least I was willing enough to do

mecessary.” So [ agreed
ancent wilh him. I did not realize that

to halt

by
repeatedly. The fact is, I was fright-
fully “exhausted, though 1 struggled
after him as doggediy as I could.

“At last the descent became lens

hazardoos. I belleve that wo should
bava arrived at Orimsel safely had we
continued our way In a direct line
and with the care that had character
ed our first m.

companion attempted’ more and more
aimeult feats of climbing. As & rule [
did not follow him. But presently o
mountain ledge obstructed our path,
TWo courses were open to us: wo could
make a long but safa datour around It
or_we could scale It My companion
decided upon the Iatter courso.

But my

“Do you wish me o Infer that the
confidence ol Mr. Willoughby

boyish
led to the trapedy?” Helens asked in

passioniess volce,
“1 wish you to Iafer nothing.” iy
#But you place the blame, at loast

*1 Wish to Hear Everything.”

prevent thelr belng frost-bitten. DBul
the greatest suffering was caused by
our efforts to Aght off the deadly numb-
ness and drowslness.”

“Did you give up all hope then?”
asked Helenn, shuddering.

“I am suro that Willoughby did not.
His, courage and herolsm were unf:
ing. Until the cold had exhausted us
we attempted to wile awar the hours
by relating to each'other Incldeonts of
our past life. It was natoral that our
talk should become increasingly loti-
mate. +Death stared us in the face. At
such an hour as that one forgets that
one Is speaking to a stranger. It was
then that Mr. Willoughby told me of
Fou*

“1 understand,” sald Helena in &
volce that was strangely gentle, For
the first time thero were tears in ber
eyes. ¢
“At hall past two lhe snow ceased
falling. ‘The aky cleared. Tho stars
shone out one by one In a biackened
sky. It was pow, I thiok, for the first
time I felt our viter helplessness. The
terror of the mountalins, the awful

loneliness, the stillness, the sense of
utter isclation—all overwhelmed me.
The ghostly whiteness of the mountaln
peaks shone out agalost the dark sky.
The moon shéd an unearthiy radiance
all. Bhadowy and unreal, a phan-
host, mountaln after mountam

imo I followed him mechan-
deally In porfect sllonce. Buddenly he

fore.
nearly at the eed of my story, Mim
Brett.” - ;
Apain shuddered, and wo hoth
looked at the liile beacon lght fick-
ering vory falatly now. About us the
people laughed and talked; the or
chestra was playing a Strauss walte
“Do not spare me, please,” whis

pered Heloan. :
rotrace our sleps was Impossl-
ble. Just around the mountalo-side
wo knew that we should find aurselves
In comparative safety. But to elimb

b
been appallingly dificult the day be-
fore. Now, exh:
body, the rocks alippery with
#ad lee, It seemed Impossible—for me,
at deast. And yet it ia 1 who am alive
1o tall you how defperate that chance
b \

A, r
“Generous to the last, he lnslsted
that [ go fSrat. The rope was fastened
about my walsty-I elimbed down the
overhanging cliff, ‘sapported by the
rope held by my companion above,
“L reached the lodge. 1 was safe.
But 1 had pot forth the last of my
strength, I could omly siand there,
fighting for my. breath,” Almost imme-
diately Willoughby ~fung down the
rope  and warped ' ma
was coming,. and
be ready 0 give
sistance I could. 1
=to implore him to delay
descent for & few moments;
soomed & mere whispor,
did not hear me. Or he dared not de-
Iay lest ho shoald lose his own nerve;
for he must have known that the
chances wore wholly against him.
“Not even for you can 1 linger over
the detalls of these last awful mo-
ments. He had almost accomplished
the imposslble. He wax just above
me, 1 could have reached up and
clasped his body.  And then what 1

. He was hanging by his arms.
Heo called to me In a strong and
steady volce to come to his ald. I
did not. At least, until it was log
Iate. He hung there one frightful lo-
siant. and then—"

Helena closped  her hands con-
vulsively. "And so the end came.”
she murmured. “And he died with-
out one word

1 hesitated.

"It Is my right to know™
looked at me with burning ey

“¥os, he spoke coe word—one--~

“And that was—3"

®*Coward!"" I whispored.

She

CHAPTER V.

A Life for a Life.
A Jong sllence fell between us. 1
looked where the litile bescom light
had filckered feebly a few moments
before. It bad gone cat. With an ef-
fort, 1 sought the face of the girl who
sat gpposita me, :
She bad judged. [ knew that She
looked at me as If 1 were a belng
apart, of another world. Py my owa
confesston 1 had shut mysell oul of
hor world. The man who had loved
her loyally had dled as the strong peo-
ple of her race had died. That provd
fact supported her: For hor [ oxisted
no longer. Bhe gathered her
about her. Bhe laclined her ‘head
alightly. Bhe was golng out of my
life. She had uttered no spoken re-
proach. Mut her look, her every
movement, ochoed the verdict of Lhe
man who was dead,
1 pushed, back my chulr.  Thank
Heaven, the ordeal was over: that
was my frst thought  Thon [ hesk
tated. Suddenly [ longed to make this
woman understand.
When others had pointed the finger
of scorn | had refused to be crushed,
because 1 balleved thelr censure un-

to_ lnvelve
(L (%

LAST CARD IN BoUG
Prosecution Js 2
Prominent

Prorla—The state has played Its
last eard In tha effort to unravel the
mysterioua theft of the Dougherty
forged script from the board
safe on the night of J;
toctive Sergeant Conftk of Chicago
and Warden Sims of Jollet pealten-
tiary positively connected Eddie Tate
With the caso and Iimplieated Eddlie
Fay and Palay Flaherty as his accom-
plices.  Tndictments agalust thess
thres men Aro oxpeciad,

Prominent Peorians, former friends
of Dougherty, who are. supposed ; to
bave been connected with the cass,
and who, according to Tate, furnished
ihe money, will not be (Indleted at
present. As soom as the Indié i}
are returned against Fay and Flah
ty warrants for thelr arrest will. be
seat out ‘and & desperale effort made
to locato them and unravel the ‘mys-

B§iX WOMEN UNDER ARREST.

Charged with  Attempting to
Lynch Assumption Man.

Assumption.—B8ix women were ar-
Teated, accused of attempting to lynch
Alfred Douland, & mier. Bouland had
besn charged with being a blgamist,
The woman who clalmed to be his
first wife was arrested, cHarged with
having led the mob. Sheiwas later
released under the condition that she
remaln away from Assumpiion,

Bouland was tried recently and me-
qultted of the charge of bigamy.

‘The, women arrested are Mra. Gus
Dysart, Mra.- Prudent Rogers. Mra.
Paul Ducha, Mrs. Carcline Mowing-
ton, Mary Dudman and Mary Bo-
boyes.

BANKERS HONOR W. C. TUDBS.

Monmouth Man Iz Chosen President
at Kewanee Mesting.

Kewanee.~W. A. Heath, vice presl-
dent of the Hibernlan Banking azsocl-
atlon of Chicago, delivered the prin-
cipal addrias nt the annual meeting
a;'&rm Nb. 1 of the Hinols Dankers'
cliitlon here.  Tho following off-

N
Ure committee—P. Greenwald, Rock
Tsland; Charles Seaton. Aledo: W. N.
Cathoun, Kewanee; L. P, MeMillan, L.
A Merrill, A. J. Dickinson, Morrison;
G. N. Rayburn, Roseville; H. J. Mc-
Alllater, Hondermon,

g
- Bays Polsaned at liliopolie.
Mlopolis.~Benjamin Foster's two
Foungest boys were polsoned by eat-
which were placed

Ing "t bscal

extermination of rats. The children
mistook them for home-made biwenits,
@ them on top of o heirty
meal. whith they had -fust Anlshed,
and which gave the medical man an
opportunity to easily expel the polson
rénr.n thelr ma,

- Forbid Bale of Fireworks.
Glenese—Canson crackers, aquliba,
torpédoen, fireworks and  explosives
will be searco In Glencoe on the

frearms, explosives
4 places all, labllity
.

Vallva Makes Mew Move.
Chicago~At a speclal meeting of
the directors of the Christlan Catbolle
church Wilber Olenn Volira present-
od his plhn for asking Judge Landis
to recognlze him as thelr head. It is
wtated that Genernl Overscor John A.
Lowis of the antl-Volivian fuctlon has
disposed of his present dutles and put
Overssar McCullagh in charge of all
ecciesiastical mafters. /

—l
Fasts Twenty Days; lin't Hungry.
Bellerille~Dr. L J. Eales, who be-

Ean & fast of 20 days to test his theory

that his heatth would thershy be

! the

Just. I had grown almost
a8 to whether people desplsed me or
not. But this was the first woman te
whom I had spoken since the tragedy,
Had she loved Willoughby, it would

ve been to expect any sym-
pathy from her. Sbe would have felt
toward me & lfelong hatred.
But she did not love Willoughby, It
was merely & sense of duly that had

was leaving me In sllence.. But

knew that the sllence of this womax
wonld haunt me as no spoken word of
bitterness ever could. It was & b
lence that would Irritate and madden

tme Juno 20. He decided, however,
not to cat anything untll his appetite
demanded food, and will contlaue to
fast untll he gets bungry.: The fast
has reduced his welght from 190
pounds o 1T4%.

——i
Hiram F. Bishop Dead.
Bloomington—Hiram F. Bishop,
prominent resident of this place, died
here. Ha had been n resident of the
city since 187X
—_—
End of Baldwin Case.
Eloomtngton—~"Feople va. Thomas
Daldwin; death of defendant; cause,
stricken.” Buch was the terse legal
phrase in which the county of Me-
Lean dismisses from Its eourt records
ihe brutal deeds of Fabruary 28 last.
—_—

[
ATY cl;g_-&:_lltblc‘l'lb ON MANY CHAROGES.

In different parts of the house for the | |

p Sfctin—dokn X. Platner, wha e
electod president of the s;nﬁ

/| school educatidn

Rbck laland Newspaper Owner Beams
In Bericws Trouble. -

Rock Island—In 34 Indiciments,
charging criminal libel, " extortion,
bribery and conspiracy, John Locney;
politiclan, newspaper owner and law-
yer, was arrested.

With Looney iz (ndicted
‘W. Neal of Davenport, I,

10 pay $10,000 to have the 8
“114" put on two years ago by
George McCarkron, abollshied,

«charges belng made for pal

leged  libelous  storles

"prominent Rock Islanders.
——

COWHIDES EMPLOYER

Altan Drugglst,” Prosecuted
Ing Young Woman, Attacks

& druggist, for embracing and Kissing
her, and who was told by Justice
Kiader that'."s man could Hardly be
blamed for wanting to kiss wsuch a
pretty girl" was the central [
an altercation outside of coart.

Beck met Dr. Addison G. Porter, the
EltI's embloyer. on the Strect and cow.
hided him with a blacksnake “whip.
Ho had only struck alx blows' whon
he lost his balance and fell. De. Por.
ter selzed Lbe whip with the asalst-
ance of the girl and beat Bock se-
verely. <

Doth men were arrested, fql were
later released. £

——— P .

HEAD OF BTATE UNDEATAKERS,

IHisols Undertakers' associatign,
been fn business in Chicago
Years. He waswborn 39 years'agolln
Westford, N. T

sequently
sehool,
immediately enteredthe unde
business, which he bas followed for
20 yeoars. 3

attended an .om

Famlly Reunlon Is Unique.

Rockiford—Thbo annual reunion of
the Counlryman family of northern
Dlinols was held Npre, nearly 108
members belog prosent. ' Among the
first membors of the fhmily to come
to this part of the siate were four
brothers, who had married four afi
ters in Herkimer county, New York.
All of the brothers and thelr wives
were present. The members of tha
family are noted for belog tota] ab-
stalners, mad of the men who attend.
& the reanlon only thres use tobas-
€0. Among those who aitended wers
Mr. and Mra. F. B. Fatton of Chl-
cago.

——
New Electrlo Line from Chicage,
Springfold.—A company toconstruct

& new eloctrio traction line from Chl-

©4go In a northern and morthwenter!
E ?e :

direction to the Wiscods(n. s
was incorporated under the name of
the Chicago & T
company. The Iacorporators are H. R
Yaryan, Lewis E. Btarr, Walter F.
Wantke, Phillp R. Lynch aad Geobge
W. Hiller, 3 :

4 e et ]
Fatally Hurt by Traln. - |

Injured Whils Jumplng, Traln.
Jacksonville.—~Bhermad of
Plsgah, Morgan county, whils Sttempt-
ing to board & moving traln af Chapin
had.his foot so badly mashed that It
Was pecessary {0 bring him to Passa-
vant  hospital, this city, where the
member was amputaled.

Woman Bank Cashler Quits,
Rantoul—Miss Winnle Miller, who
has been onse of the few women bank

several
Toceived &
in_Atbany, and wub

Upon caming-to thin it¥, i

cashiers ta Iliaols, holding fia po

siticn In the First National bank, hay
resigned her position,




