The duthoress

E elovate our chins, ex-

pand our chests and don

our “came over on. the

Mayflower® exprossion

when some one mentlons

the orlgin of Thanksglv-

ing. Unhesitatingly we lay

olalm to the honor of having tha “only
- original” Thanksgiving  day oo

slobe. Then along comes a long-halred

historian -with his array of facta and
our pride recelves a shock. =

There I8 hardly & country fn the
world which does mot give thanks for
ono reason or anoiher. Some bave bet-
ter rensons than others, but they all
clalm to have suficlent excuse for belng
grateful (o sol aalde one day each year.

Thanksgiving day was held long be-
fore the timber for the Mayflower or the Anne was
plapted. It bhaq its origin in antiquity when the
Tomans and Greeks held a fagt day In October
which they dedicated to the goddesa of agriculture
and followed the day of fasting by one of feasting
and royal frolleking, a day on which the chase and
all sorts of rostic sports held sway.

Golng even furthor back fnto the remoate ages of
—uot gur country, alas—but of the world, wo fnd
tho early Egyptlans settlng aalde a day for general
thankagiving and burning of Incenss and offering
lermm- to thelr divinity of the crops, the Goddess
aln,

For ‘aeven or clght days the Jowish “Frast of
Tabernicles” Wag, centuries ngo, held during the
seventh montl, which Is November, and after the
completion of Solomon’s temple’ithe poople. that
year ticld a 1d-dny festival which was a time of
thanksgiving, and during which time they Eave
thanks for the abundance of their land. Living In
booths they decorated thelr entire homes with
branches of the palm and of cliron trees and then
showed that it was for the yleld of the season as
well as for the completion of the templs that they
were glving thanks. .

Coming forward a eentury or two we find Thanks-
giving dny bolng held fn England under tho name
of *Harvest 1fome’ This day was usually early In
November and It opened by a church service, which
was followed by o day of -gayoty and feasting.
Thanks were given In the churches for the benefits
of the senson and then the “masses” flocked to the
Erounds of the “classes” to which they were all
invited, Hero squire and gentry eoteriained the
peasantry with freo and easy dancés [n'the barna,
wrestling matches and feats of archery, for which
prizes were glven. i

In the evenlng harvest songs wero sung by the
light of (he moen, over the beer and ale,
flawed freely, A dinner, such as onlp'the
Hsh knew how 1o prepare, was served o these grea
erowds of thankagivers, and the Haryest Home day
ended in repletion both of appetite snd merrymak-
ing. i £

Before the Reformation a speclal day was set
apart In Enghind for glvlag thanks, and after the
reformation the cinlom was continued with added
fervor, but after all, it is not from our English an.
cestors, as we might supposn, that we received the
inspiration for our first Thanksglving day.

Nelther did the idea originnie with the Pllgrims
themselves. They merely continued a cuatom with
which they had become familiar and of which thelr
natores spproved, when they were living with helr
Dutch coustns. i

To digress just a Mttle; 1t bas been clalmed by
somé invesilgatora who atopped Just a littie short
of iha beglnning In tracing backward that the first
real Thanksglving ‘day of trua American meaning
was held by the Popham colonists of Monhegan,
but ns they were. Eplscopalians and gave thanks
every week In thelr regular church ritual this must
be blackballed and cast out of our

day opened In this waterlecked land with a great
ringlng of bells and over every shinlng doarsill
there stepped Into the erisp morning alr the housc-
hold's full number, Each Hans or Gretchen, clasp
Ing B sileerbound prayer book, walked sedately 10
the varlous places of worship and there, NfUDE up
their sweet Holland volces, harsh, perbaps, in
speech, but full and round fn song, sent up musienl
pralse for the freedom of their land and the good
things of the earih

Church over, tha ¢atire population for the monce
broke through tholr usual stolldness and there was
& general seamporing of young feet in gnmo. or
danee and a elattering of older tongues in friendly
gossip as nelghbor visited nelghbor or a father wol-
comed his large flock of grandchildren.

The great event of this Dateh Thankagiving day
was dinner, at which was sérved as central dsh
& queer stew of meat and vegelables which ther
ealled Spanish hodge-podge. For once in thelr prac-
tical lives the Hollanders became facetlous, and
over this hodge-podge they mnde merry and eracked
jokes at thelr old-tima enemy—Spaln. The general
*Bashllke” appearance of the hodgepodge was sup-
posed to represent {he comdition of the Spanish
army when the Dutch had vanquished It Even
the children entered Into the fun and kepl their
Dhistory fresh by gleefully slashing int n potato or
a turnip and ¢huckling as they swallowed the mor
#oli, “This |s Genersd So-and-So—ah! Mo cat him—

so!

Well, the Puritans heatllly approved of the carly
rellgious sarvices of the morning and their healtby
appetites could not fail to appreciate the Spanish
hodge-podge, however much 1hey may have dis-
approved of the sentiment which fiavored It, so they
entered most heartily inte the Duteh Thanksgiv-
Ing of October 3. In 1623 thess Filgrims held Oc-
tober 3 as a day of Thankegiving In the New Warld,
and here weo have our first true Amerlcan Thanks-
giving day.

Thig dny hns passed through many viclasltudes
since that dale. ere 15 nol a fesilval on the al-
manac, fixed or movabte, which hna had tha strug-
gle for existence that our November holiday has
endured.

From 1623 matll 1630 Thanksgiving day was held
In Ameriea [n varions months, some of the Pilgrims
keoping to October 2 and other colonists holding
a different day by order of the governor.

Tn 1630 tho peeple of Massachunctts wero auffer:
ing for food and clothing and Gov. Winthrop hired
the good ship Lyon to return to England for sup
plies.  For many days the vessel lay stranded off
the Tsle of Shoals, but fisally pot out.  Winter came
on'apace, and nothing was heard of the ship. The
colonists were nearly disheartened when, on Feb-
yuary 33, 1631, the Lyon was sighted, and the gov-
ernor ordered that the day be glven over to feast:
tng and thanksgiving. This s the first written
rocord of o Thaoksgiving doy In Boston: it can
stlll be found In the Colonlal Records of Massachu-
selts. 1t 1s an Interesting fact that Ahis Srat Dos-

And now Lo return’to (hs Pllgrims and the cus-
1oms they absorbed whils protected ia Holland. Th
‘plous Duteh. before the P
peaceful land, had set apart October B on which to

" | glve thanks for thelr haryest, bot more especlally.

for ibelr deliveranee from Spanish authority. The

*

grhicis focked to their

ton T was held on what fa now one of
our most patriotic holidays, Washington's birthday.

The frst record of & jolait celebration of Thanks-
glring day is given In the Colonial Records of 1633,
when Ooy. Winthrop of Massachuseits bay, askod
the governor of Plymouth colony to joln him in is

sulng & proclamation of a publia
Thanksgiving day. “The Invitation
was accepled, and In  November,
1632,  PFlymouth  colony = and
Massachusells Bay colony cele-
braled  Thanksxiving

gether In &  maoner

much the same as thelr
scendants - of  today, In 7o
Uglous service and feasting and
funmaking. The  ome noticeatle
omission was the great football
game which marks tha day I our
generatlen.

From 1631 untll 1677 the New
England records show that 22 dif-
forent dates were sct apart by the
varfous governors as days for pub-
Tle thankagiving, and that with the
exceptlon of the Lwo colonles men-
tlontd no two held the day on the
same date. The celebrations, how-
ever, were held In October or No-
vomber.

In 1677, as other denominations
had crept Into Plymouth colony,
over which the Puritan church Had
no rullng, the governor declded
that It would bo well to have tho
power of fOxing public holidays,
“whether for femsting, praylog or
funmaking,” vested In clvic au
therty. Accordingly In that year
the first peinted Thanksgiving day
proclamalipn was printed. Thanks-
Eiving day proclamation was print
ed, setling November 25 ms the
featlval

Tho law reads: “That it be lo
the pawer of the governor and as-
plstants (o command solemn dntes
of humillation by fastag. etc., and
alao, thanksglving a8 oecasion shall
be offered.”

This phows that the law called
for only “oecasional” Thunksglving
days and so the holiday was bul-
fated about hither and yon, from
Qetober 1o November, according lo
the plensure of the rulers of the
calonies and theré never was any
fesling of certalnty a8 to the holl-
day.

That It was held azoually with-
out. break in’ Plymouth and Mussnchusetts’ Dy
colony from ils inception until 1689, with the ex-
ception of the yeur when King Phillp's war Ioter-
rupted, there are records Lo show. [n this eolony
the church and government aliernaled la arrang-
fog the date of celebmtion.

GEORGIE ON THANKSGIVING '

Tblnl«l;Ivln' day comea onee @ year becauss the
Pligritn band

Wan thankful that they had the sense to leave
their native land

And come acress the sea to find a stern and reck-
bound shore

Where they would never haft to bow to bossen
enny mare,

Whera thieves would not braak In and ste
trusts would never try

Tao gobble everylhing and let the little dealer dle.

and

We celebrate Thanksglvin' day because the Pil:
rima came
In search of freedom where they knew that they
wauld find the same,
re men would Be an brothers, where the
strong would aid the weak,
Where |lbburty would raise her flag on every
erag and peak,
Whers billlonalres would never dare to cheat
for profits’ sake
O break the ‘laws that other men wers not ak
fowed to break. E:

w

‘We cefebrite because the hopas hoped by that
Pllgrim band

Have all come true, becauss there's not an evil
in our land,

Because we have no wealthy rogues to plan and

plot and scheme

To make the libburty we clalm a valn and empty
d

Because our magnates go 1o church and teach
In Bunday schosls, :

And averywherc from sea to #ea tha Christlan
splrit rules.

We keep Thankagivin' day becauss the man who
does his best
To be an hanest cltizan ln honored by the rest;
He may not have a share of #tock or own a foot
of land,
But all our wealthy senators are glad to shaks
s hand
And hear his plea and guard his rights with all
the Jellus care
They_ aver glve the intereats of any millionatre,

We keep the goed old day because no idie rich
Ignore:
The pressing needs of those where Want ln
acratehing at the door,
Because wa have such freedom as the Pilgrims
1l
ever are opprossed and never
splotched with shame,
Because we've frightened Greed away and ralsed
our standard high
kept the faith for which our sires wers not
afraid to dle. i
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.| surely arrive befo

 THE PHILOSOPHIC BRAKEMAN,

Mo Rejsicts When the Train fu Late
for Purely Personal Reasons.

“The Fiying Bluenose, a train which
raially earna ita title as' rallroad trav-
¢l goes In the quiet Canadian provines
it traverses, had been held for an
Bour or more at a little tewn uatll &
new Jocomotive  could be procured.
The regular jocomotive had lald down

|on the job. It was m casc of tired
‘boller tubes. e ¥

Passengers were chafing at the de-
lay. ‘There was no redson for lmpa-
tience, for ‘the mext stop was the
terminus of the line, and a meaport;
those Who Were golog to take the boat
knew it would walt for the traln; the

| others had no other object for the

day but dinner, and the traln would
ro slx. Tho sched-
wled time of arrival was 3:30.
Neverthelesn tho passengers  wers
impatient.  Most of them were Ameri-
‘cans. which explalns L. - They clus
tered around the roar platform of the

Pullman or made daring

BOME REMARKS ‘FROM M
BQTA EDITORS. I

What Thay Think of Western Canada.
A party of editors from & number of
Minnesots. iy

nde - tour ot W o
e & tour of Western
baviog Caneda, and

Coast yoars
hninlmihnh-mp-n:g“h!h-
Interval the writer says: usands
of miles of new rallway lines hive
been bullt, and the development ‘of
the  country . has made marvelous
sirides. © Millions of acres, then lying
In thelr wild and untouched  wiate,
bave since been transferred lnto graln
felds. Towns bave sprung vp as if
by the wand of a magiclan, and thelr
development s mow In full progress.
It i3 a revelation, a record of conquest
by seltlement that is remarkable.”
o Huteht Lead %

1nto the town, with one ear open for
tho whistle of the extra locomotive
coming down ihe line.

Membdrs of the train crow fodk
matters ealmly and Amswered all ques-
tlans, even the inevitable foollsh kind
with courtesy. The brakeman velced
bis sentihentn,

‘oThis puita me,” he mald, leanins
agalnst the guard rall. “lere we have
teen getting (o on Ume or mearly 80
day after day and there have been two
hours: before supper with nothing to
do. To-day we'll get In about six, just
in tme for supper.

f wish we'd gat held up every day |-

or the traln would on a slow
schedule,  The appearavce of bUIDE
by sults me much better than actual
Joaflng.”

He shifted to.an easter position and
gazed dreamily up the streteh of track.
When the rellet englne nanounced lla
approach with a raucous blast he
seemed 1o resent he intrusion and
made his way back to the swilch far

er
Izea Western Canada aa “a great coun.
try undeveloped. Tho summer out-
iog” it says, "wes mn eyodpener lo
‘every member of the payty, even thoss
‘who wers on the ezcursion through
Westorn Canada ten/years ago, over
considerable of the terrilory covered
this year, belng amazed at the prog-
ress and advancement made In that
short space of time. The Ume will
come when Western Canada will be
the bread-basket of the world It
was a delightfol ooting through “a
great country of wonderful possibll
ftles and rescurces.

Blnce tho vislt of thess editcrs the
Government has revised its land regu-
lations and it la mow possiblo to se-
cure 160 acres of wheat land at $3.00
an,acre in addition to the 160 acres

may be homesteaded.

The cropa of 1308 have been splen-
d1d, and roports from Lhe varicus dis
tricts show good yields, which at pres-
ent prices will give excellent profits to
1be farmers.

too lelsfively to please the

picA .
Kalser Invents Bafaty Brake.

Empéror Wiillam has Invented a
new hub and brake for rallroad tralos
and automobliles whieh ia described as
offaring the greatest possible guaram
tee agalnst accld arising from the
failure of oxisting brakes to oparate
when called upon.

Some time ngo Empercr Willlam
took n Ively Interest in this branch
of technical work, but he has dooe
nothing in It of recent years. The
recont necldent on the elsvated rall
road of Berlin, however, revived hia
interest, and be spont part of his Ume
durlag his recent hollday In the coun
tey In worklng out the present deviee.
The practical experiments with 1t
bave not yet becn completed.

Emperor Willlam, who st one tme
wan a pupil of Prof, Blavy, will resume
hir studies in advansed  technical
sclenca in the professor's laboratory
after the end of tho winter social soa
zan.

——
Costly Raltraad Construction.

Sixty miles of the Chleako, St Paul
& Milwankee rallroad, from Taft,
Mont., to St. Joe, Idaho, has cost §11.
400,000. This was nt the rate of §190.
00 a ‘mile, which was the heaviest
amount ever pald by any raflroad cotn-
pany In the world for the constroction
of a line of similar length. In this
pleea of rond there are 36 Lupeels, the
longest belng more than 8,000 feet
through solld rock, The company ex-
pectn that within Tive yoars after the
completion of the read, ¥hich s now
belng rushed through ' 1daho
washington to tho sound, the trafic
will be so large ICwill be necensary, 1o
double track the lne In order. to
handle the volume of business, The
Jine will blsect the Palousce mnd part
of the Iz Bend wheat bells, which
went mdro than 40,000,000 bushels ot
graln to market in 19

and

SERREE————
‘The Rallroad Death Rate.

Neturns of the Interstate commercé
sogimission ghow that in (he year cud-
foes June 30, 1504, there wers 10046
persons killed and 84,155 Enjured on
ke raflways In the United States. Of
these 70,699 were employes, of whom
3,692 wero killed and 67,067 Injured.
The greater part of the remaloing cas
onliles were sufferdd by lrespasaers,
of whom 5'105 were killed-and LI
fnjured. 1t 1s prefumed that for accl
dents to persons classified as trespos.
sarn the rallways were in oo sense re
sponaible.

Fly Stopped & Tra

1o North Wales there ls a sectlon
of rlngle line worked on the electric
trala atalf system. When the slgoal-
man tried Teeently to draw a stafl
from the inptrument in order to dis
patch & traln he was unable to do so.
The fallure of the instrument lasted
tor nearly flve bours.

Investigation revealed that a small
fiy' bad erept Into the instrumeat and
apparently dled while In the act of ex®
amialng the dellenie mochanlam ol
one of the contacts, leaving its tiny
body as an inpeparable barrier to the
passage of the electrlc curreat,—Great
Western Railway Magazine,

From

thare nro reported ylelds of thirty bush-

«of spring wheat to ibe acre, while
the nverago (s about 20 bushels. The
quality of graln to be shipped from
this polst will be about £00,000 bush-
0ls. Information regaurding free lands
and transportation will be freely given
by the Canadlan Government Ageats.

% A HINT TO GOLFERS.

=

The Visitor—What on  carth docs
that chap carry that phonograph round
for. TIs ho dotty?

Member—Na! But be's dumb.

8o be has that talking machine to
glve Instructions to his caddls or to
make a few well chosen remarks in
case be fozzles his drive or does any:
thing else anzoyiag.

Llke & Dream. t
A bubhle of alr in the biood,
ot water fo the brain, and ‘a.man is
out of gear, his machine falls " to
pleces, bis thought yaglshes, - the
world disappears from him like &
dream at morning. On what a splder
thread i hung our Individual exist.
ence. Fragllity, appearance, cothing-
pess. 1f it were mot for our. powam
of soif-detractlon sud forgetfulness,
all the falry world which =
and brands us would seem to ua but &
broken specter In the darkness—an
empty appenrance, a festing halluela-
allen. Appeared—disappeared—thers
Is the whole hlstory of & map, or of &
world, or of an Infusorii—Amiel

UPWARD START .Ln.
After Ghanging from Coffee to Postdl

Many n talented person 1a kept back
becauso of the Interference of coffes
with the nourishment of the bedy.

This Is capeclally so with
whbso Berves are very sensiilve, as i
often the case with talented persons.
There 18 & simplo, easy way to gotrid
of coffee avils and a Tenn. lady’s &x-
perience” along theso lines is worth
considering. Sha says: £

“Almost from the beginning of the
use of coflog It burt my stomach, By
the time I was Nfteen [ was afmost &
nervous wreck, nerves all unstrubg, no
strength to endure the most. trivial
thing, elther work or fun.

“Thore was scarcely anything I
could eat that would agroo with me.
The Hitle T did eat seemed Lo glve me
mare troubls than It was worlh.
finally quit coffeas snd drank bot

er, but thero was so lttle food I
could digest, T was lierally starving;
was so weak I could mot sit up loog
at o time.

“It was then @ friend brought me &
hot cup of Postum. I drank part of 1t
and after an bour I felt as tBough I
had had  something to eat — feit .

Raliroad Blips Into River,

goventy-fiva thousand dollars’ worth
of rallroad’ property d Into the
Misslasippl siver a1 Now Orleans when
a section af earth 300 feet long and
about 200 feet wide caved,in between
Washington mue and Fourth stroet,
carrying along seven frelght cars and
four lines of raflroad tracks. Under:
tmining the bank by high water was
the cause. Tho cars and two of the
tracks belonged 1o (he Niinols Con
tral ralirosd and the other two tracks
‘balonged 10 Belt rall
road.

That was about five
years ago, and after continuleg Post-
um in place of coffeo and gradualty
getting stronger, to-day I can eat and
dlgest anyibing § want, walk as much
as 1 want., My nerves are stealy,

] peileve the first thing that did me

Reason.”

Name given by Postum Co, Battls
Oreelk, Mich, Read “The Road to Well-
ville,” In pkge :

Ever read the absve Jetter? CA e
one mppoars from tims tw tims

Sre Erauine, tree fad full of baman
faiereets 1§




