
Kurt installing vinyl- 	Charlie shoveling pea gravel in the 
coated hardware cloth. raptor enclosure. 

The building's skeleton. Note that the mews follows the slope 
of the hill. Working with the topography rather than 
rearranging it was the "natural" thing to do. 
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WELCOME RAPTORS 

-- Mark Spreyer 
For many years, as most of you know, I've been 

speaking about owls to school classes, garden clubs, and 
a variety of other groups. Of course, people don't come to 
hear me as much as they come to see live owls. I'm just 
their publicist. 

Well, thanks to the generosity of Debbie Farley and 
the folks at Spring Brook Nature Center, I have taken on 
some new clients. We will soon have a peregrine falcon and 
broad-winged hawk to publicize. Maybe new client isn't 
quite right. Twenty years ago, I organized and directed 
Chicago's peregrine falcon release program. At the time, 
'fis cliff-nesting raptor was a federally endangered 
.,pecies that, lucky for Chicagoans, looked at buildings 
as rectangular cliffs. 

By 1988, I was able to watch as Chicago hosted the first 
nest of peregrines anywhere in Illinois in 37 years. Now, I'm 
happy to report, they're no longer federally endangered. 

Back to the Building 

Before we could get the permits necessary to keep 
these birds, we had to build an appropriate raptor enclosure, 
called a mews. With mews advice from Debbie Farley, 
Andrea Kane and Dan Dinelli plus building advice and 
architectural drawings from Hersey High School's 
Dave Wietrzak (who designed and built our bird blind 
with his students) and our own Jim Kaltsas, we got the 
building up in a mere two months. 

Of course, this would have been impossible without 
the help of head builder Kurt Wilkinson, Raymond 
Nowikowski, and summer intern (see article below) 
Charlie Kilby. 

From hereon in, we'll let the pictures tell the story. 
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SPECIAL VOLUNTEERS AND MEMBERS EVENT 
We are hosting our ninth annual outdoor meeting. This 
year we are celebrating the arrival of our new raptors 
(see cover story)! 

On Sunday, we'll provide the main course and bever-
ages. We'd like you to bring along a side dish. ALL of 
Stillman's and Springbrook Nature Center's members, 
volunteers and their families are invited. Feel free to 
come any time between 3:00 and 7:00PM. But please 
do call (847) 428-OWLS to let us know if you plan to 
attend and what kind of dish you'll be bringing. 

Date: Sunday, Sept. 24 
Time: 3:00 - 7:00PM 

APV 

Mark Spreyer, Charlie, Ray, and Kurt in their, I mean, the 
birds' new home. 

PROGRAMS 

Program Basics: PLEASE CALL OR FAX US AT 
428-OWLS(6957), OR EMAIL STILLMAN AT: stillnc@ 
flash.net  TO MAKE RESERVATIONS for programs. 
Remember to include your name, phone number, and the 
number of people that will be attending. 

If less than 5 - 10 people (varying with the activity) have 
called two days prior to a program, the program could 
well be cancelled. So, don't forget to call the nature center 
in advance. If you discover that you are unable to attend, 
please call to cancel your reservations. This courtesy will 
be greatly appreciated. 

BIRD BANDING OPEN HOUSES 
Watch Mark Spreyer (a licensed bird bander) measure, 
weigh and record data about our resident and migratory 
birds. Catching birds is not always predictable, so come 
prepared to hike the trails. If it's raining, the activity will 
be cancelled. 

Date: Sundays, Sept. 3 & Oct. 1 
Time: 9:00AM to Noon 
Fee: None  

SUNDAY MORNING BIRD WALKS 
Mark Spreyer will lead a morning bird walk. Binoculars 
and field guides are a must. If you don't have any, don't 
worry, Stillman does. If it's raining, the activity will 
be cancelled. 

Date: Sundays, Sept. 10 & Oct. 15 
Time: 8:00AM 
Fee: None 
Age: 10 years and up 

THE BIG SIT! 
With the help of Prairie Woods Audubon, we're happy to 
host the "Lazy Birder's" field trip. No walking is required. 
We will sit by the lake and let the birds come to us. Good 
chance we'll go for food afterward! Please RSVP to us at: 
(847) 428- OWLS (6957) 

Date: Saturday, Oct. 7 
Time: 3:00PM until sunset 
Age: 10 years and up 
Fee: None 

TREE I.D. OR THIS BUD'S FOR YOU! 

As the leaves turn color, join Stillman's naturalist as he 
shows you how to identify some of our Midwestern trees. 
Easy to remember tips and simple hand-outs will inspire 
you to open your own "branch office." Come prepared to 
be out in the weather. 

Date: Sunday, Oct. 8 
Time: 2:00PM 
Fee: None 



WINTER HOURS 
BEGIN IN NOVEMBER 

In September and October, 
Stillman will be open 
Sundays from 9 AM to 4 
PM. Starting in November, 
Stillman will be open 
Sundays from 11 AM to 4 PM. 

Please note that the Stillman Nature Center is also 
available, by reservation, during the week to school 
classes. For more information just call or email us at 
stillnc@flash.net. 

TRAVELS WITH CHARLIE 

Not long ago, a discouraging report indicated that 
many high school graduates couldn't find Iraq on a map. 

its would not be a problem for Charlie Kilby, Stillman's 
first college intern. 

We first got to know Charlie, a Palatine High School 
Student, when he put up kestrel and wood duck boxes for 
his eagle scout project back in 2003. 

Last winter, Charlie emailed me about internship 
possibilities at Stillman. It was a relatively easy decision 
to make and Charlie was back this summer. 

He was never late, he worked hard, and no job was too 
dirty for the young man. 

His primary job was clearing trails. This job never 
ends. If that wasn't bad enough, I can't tell you how many 
wheelbarrows of pea gravel he dumped into the raptor 
enclosure (Think of it as a 20' X 20' litter box). 

Other jobs included: helping me rescue ducklings 
from a school courtyard, checking on the bird boxes, and 
assisting Dania Sapp, Jill Kohler, and Susan Allman in 
the prairie. 

Charlie, now a sophomore at American University, 
is interested in the Peace Corps. Shortly before leaving, 
Charlie put things in perspective when he observed that 
"lir raptor enclosure is nicer than much of the human 

using in the Dominican Republic, where he has done 
mission work. 

For me, at least, Charlie's comment took the edge off 
that discouraging geography report. Good luck Charlie, 
we look forward to hearing about your travels. 

REMEMBERING FRANK L. SPREYER 

What follows is an excerpt of my father's obituary. The full 
text is available on our website. 

Frank L. Spreyer, retired Jewel Companies executive 
and resident of the Barrington area since 1938, died Sunday, 
June 4, in his home in Barrington Hills. He was 93. 

At the time of his death, Mr. Spreyer was a Life 
Trustee of Lake Forest College and trustee emeritus of 
Stillman Nature Center in South Barrington. These two 
positions demonstrate his lifelong interests in education 
and conservation. 

On the conservation front, Mr. Spreyer joined the 
board of Stillman Nature Center in South Barrington in 
1983 after its 1982 incorporation as a non-profit organi-
zation. The early board members, including good friend 
William Brough, shepherded the Center from its birth as 
a land-rich, money-poor bequest to a functioning opera-
tion with a meaningful endowment. Mr. Spreyer also was 
instrumental in the Jewel Companies' dedication of 50 
acres of wetland that is now part of the Lake County 
Forest Preserves Cuba Marsh. In 1996, Frank Spreyer was 
inducted into the Barrington Area Senior Citizens Hall 
of Fame. 

Mr. Spreyer was born in San Francisco, California. 
His parents later moved to Chicago and ultimately settled 
in Cary, Illinois in 1924. Mr. Spreyer joined the company 
known as the Jewel Tea Company upon his 1935 gradua-
tion from Lake Forest College. 

The Spreyer family suggests that contributions may 
be made to the Stillman Nature Center or to the Wilma W 
and Frank L. Spreyer Scholarship Fund, c/o Lake Forest 
College, Office of Development and Alumni Relations, 
555 N. Sheridan Road, Lake Forest, Illinois 60045. 

A root is a flower that disdains fame. 

- Kahlil Gibran 

This grand show is eternal. It is always 
sunrise somewhere; the dew is never all dried at 
once; a shower is forever falling; vapor is ever rising. 
Eternal sunrise, eternal sunset, eternal dawn and 
gloaming, on sea and continents and islands, each in 
its turn, as the round earth rolls. 

--John Muir 
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STILLMAN NATURE CENTER 
BOARD MEMBERS 

Susan Allman, President • Jim Kaltsas, Vice President • Mike Levin, Treasurer 
Rita Mueller, Secretary • Eva Combs, Legal Advisor • Joy Sweet • Bill Mueller 

Karen Lund • Roger Laegeler • Carroll Jackman • George Sawicki • John Albanese 

Mark Spreyer, Director & Newsletter Editor 
Sarah Wilkinson, Karen Lund, Susan Allman, Newsletter Photographers 

If you aren't already a member, please consider joining us. 
, 

i i 
0 Yes, I'd like to become or continue as a member of the Stillman Nature Center. 	 1 

1 	I enclose my tax deductible contribution of $ 	. 	 1 
: 	 1 
❑  I'd like to help as a volunteer with programs or land management at the Stillman Nature Center, please call me. :  

I 1 
1 ❑  Please send a gift membership from 	 to the name and address listed below.  

1 	 1 
1 I Please mail with your check to: :  
1 STILLMAN NATURE CENTER, 33 West Penny Road, South Barrington, IL 60010-9578 	 1 

1 
.. 	  i 

1 
: 
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I 	 Member 	 
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